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LEE BRYAN, “THAT PUPPET GUY”

 

 

P.O. Box 78

937

 Atlanta, GA 30357

-

2937   Phone: 404

-

315

–

1363    

 

Website: www.puppetguy.com    e

-

ma

il: lee@puppetguy.com

 

L

EE BRYAN 

is an 

EMMY

®

 

nom

i-

nated touring puppeteer who has 

gained national recognition for his 

unique brand of curriculum

-

based 

puppet programs. As a featu

red guest 

performer with the internationally 

acclaimed 

Center for Puppetry 

Arts

 in Atlanta, Lee has been invited 

to perform at n

umerous national and 

regional festivals, and is a grant r

e-

cipient from the 

Jim Henson Fou

n-

dation

. 

 

 

Various credits include film work 

with the 

Muppets

®

, numerous tel

e-

v

i

sion projects (including 

Public 

Television

) and 15 years experience 

in the 

Artist in Schools 

programs 

throughout the Southeast. 

 

 

Lee’s productions feature…

“Puppet 

programs with a punch!”

 

Themes 

include environmental responsibility, 

cultural diversity and character ed

u-

cation.  Performances also feature a 

behind

-

the

-

scenes demonstration of 

puppetry techniques used in the 

show. 

 

 

Lee’s energetic performances co

m-

bine multiple styles of puppetry with 

live vocal characterizations. 

THAT 

PUPPET GUY 

is fully self

-

contained 

and provides all lig

hting and sound 

support. 

 

 

Lee is a member of Puppeteers of 

America, UNIMA, UNIMA

-

USA 

and the Atlanta Puppetry Guild

 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

    

 

Students will see a unique combination of storytelling and puppetry. 

They will also observe and learn abo

ut hand puppets and rod puppets.

 

C

URRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

 

·

Science 

-

 

The themes of Conservation, Marine Biology, and Phy

s-

ics are explored in this production.

 

 

·

Character Education

—

Determination, Courage, and Cooperation 

are illustrated by the characters in the show.

 

 

·

Literary Arts

—

The characters in the puppet show read a 

book to learn how to perform Circus acts.

 

 

·

Music

–

 This nearly wordless performance is accompanied by m

u-

sic, the rhythm and tempo of which move the story along.

 

 

·

Art

—

A variety of handcrafted puppets were made by the puppe

t-

eer, and are demonstrated at the conclusion of the show.

 

 

 

STUDY

 

GUIDE
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Imagine yourself in a magical water 

wonderland watching a colorful cast 

of zany sea creatures perform unb

e-

lie

v

able circus acts! In a nearly wor

d-

less performance, Lee Bryan, “That 

Puppet Guy”, casts his net of music 

and pantomime to reel in this fishy li

t-

tle tale of an ocean odyssey.

 

 

Can Cecilia the Seahorse cyclist su

c-

ceed in the longest leap of her little 

lifetime under the Big Top? Will O

c-

t

a

vius the Octopus be able to find 

eight 

matching shoes for his 

big tap

-

dancing number? 

And what about Seamore 

the Shark? Did he c

ome 

to just watch the ci

r-

cus… or eat it?

 

 

Following the performance, the aud

i-

ence is treated to a puppet demonstr

a-

tion and (upon request) a brief que

s-

tion

-

and

-

answer session.

 

 

The heads and bodies of the brightly 

colored rod puppets are made mostly 

of recycled detergent and cleanser bo

t-

tles providing an excellent tie

-

in to r

e-

cycling and marine conservation stu

d-

ies. In addition, Reading, Character 

Education, Music and Art may also be 

emphasized to enhance your student’s 

comprehension of 

the program.

 

 

 

A

 PUPPET 

is an object that appears to be alive when someone 

manip

u-

lates 

it. It can do and say things that real people cannot. Puppets can tell 

stories, educate and  entertain the imagination all

 at the same time. 

While nobody knows when the art of 

puppetry

 began, all cultures 

throughout the world share some form of puppe

try.

 

 

ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Circus Fanta

-

sea”

 

 

BEFORE THE SHOW

 

Imagine turning your classroom into an underwater ocean environment! 

This can be as elaborate or as simple as yo

u want it to be. Here are some 

ideas to get you started.

 

*

Hang strips of blue and green crepe paper to create the sea water.

 

*

Susp

end student

-

made cut outs of fish and sea creatures from the ceiling 

or display them on the classroom walls. 

 

*

With your students

, brainstorm what might be discovered on the ocean 

floor. Your classroom might have a sunken ship, a coral reef, or even a 

cave.

 Decide where these landmarks are in your classroom and then 

decorate them. Pipe cleaners make interesting coral formations, a car

d-

board box can become a treasure chest, and an old curtain draped over a 

table makes an excellent cave.

 

*

Display seashells, fishing nets and any other ocean par

a-

phe

r

nalia you might have around the room

 

*

Play tapes or CDs of ocean sounds in the background.
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Circus Fanta

-

sea”

 

JELLYFISH FINGERPLAY

 

Make a simple jellyfish puppet

—

cut out a jellyfish shape in orange, pink 

and blue card. To make a transpare

nt jellyfish use clear contact paper. Glue 

on strips of tissue paper for the tentacles. Attach a popsicle stick to the 

back of t

he shape to make a simple rod puppet. Hold up one of the puppets, 

make jellyfish movements with it, while singing the song below

. Let the 

children name the color of the jellyfish.

 

 

Sung to “My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean”

 

This jellyfish lives in the ocean,

 

This jellyfish lives in the sea. 

 

This jellyfish lives in the ocean

 

Oh, (name of color ) jellyfish swim by me.

 

Stage your own puppet show

 

Use everyday recycled household 

items to make your own ocean creature 

puppets. Find some fishy music,

 cover 

a table with a cloth to make a stage, 

and you’re all set. 

 

 

Here are some ideas for puppets:

 

 

Paper bag fish 

Stuff paper 

lunch bags 

with newspaper and secure the “tail” 

with a rubber band. Decorate with eyes 

and fins. Tape a paint stick or ruler to 

the back for a rod.

 

 

Starfish  

Draw as starfish shape onto a 

paper plate. Cover with glue and then 

sprinkle on dry oatmeal. Let

 it dry and 

then tape on a paint stick rod. 

 

Plastic milk jug whale 

 

*

With a marker, draw a mouth 

shape, as shown, onto the bottom 

of a clean plastic milk jug. With 

scissors, cut out the mouth in one 

piece. This piece will be

come the 

whale’s tail.

 

*

Cut two slits in the screw top so 

that you will be able to insert the 

tail.

 

*

Cut the mouth piece into a ta

il 

shape as shown.

 

*

Insert the tail into the two slits and 

glue in place with low

-

temp hot 

glue. Decorate with permanent 

markers.

 

M

ake an aquarium from two paper plates. Have your students design and 

color two or three ocean inhabitants of their choosing and 

some tissue paper 

seaweed. Cut the creatures and seaweed out and glue them onto the 

inside of one of the plates. Glue some sand b

e-

low the fish and let it dry. Cut a large hole in 

the center of the second plate, and tape blue 

ce

l

lophane or clear plastic wrap to the inside. 

Staple the two plates together and admire the fishy scene.

 

AFTER THE SHOW
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Circus Fanta

-

sea”

 

R

ESOURCES

 

What makes a successful human cannonball?

 

http://www.ontariosciencecentre.ca/scizone/e3/circus/cannon/howto.asp

 

 

Lesson

 plans developed by Marine Discovery students at the University 

of Arizona.

 

                 http://marinediscovery.arizona.edu/

lessons.html

 

 

Houghton Mifflin’s  Teacher Views for 

“Swimmy” 

by Leo Lioni

 

http://www.eduplace.com/tview/pages/s/Swimmy_Leo_Lionn

i.html

 

 

Learn how to make jellyfish sun catchers with the Oregon Coast Aqua

r-

ium. Also check out their live Jellycam! 

 

http://www.aquarium.org/jellies/light.htm

 

 

Ringling Bros. & Barnum and Bailey’s Circus

  Education Center

 

http://www.ringling.com/activity/education/

 

AFTER THE SHOW

 

*

C

elebrate the circus with a circus 

tale. Read 

“

If I Ran the Circus

” 

by 

Dr Seuss to your students. In this 

book Morris McGurk lets his imag

i-

nation run wild as he invents Circus 

McGurkus the World’s Greatest 

Show in the vacant lot behind Sne

e-

lock’s Store. Have your students 

cr

e

ate their own fantasy circus.

 

 

*

Explore the secrets of circus pe

r-

formers. Place a long line of mas

k-

ing tape on the floor and pretend it 

is a high wire. Students can develop 

their own acts using pool noodles, 

umbrellas and small

 plastic chairs 

as balancing props. Discuss why 

high

-

wire walkers need these props 

to alter their center of gravity.

 

 

*

Find out if your students have a hi

d-

den talent. “

Juggling for the 

Co

m

plete Klutz” 

 by John 

Cassidy, and B. C. Rimbeaux 

comes complete with a set of 

ju

g

gling bean bags and instru

c-

tions.

 

*

Make a simple treasure chest from a 

cardboard box, and then fill it with 

items such as a ball, a rope, or a 

scarf. Have your students pull out 

an item and improvise a quick ci

r-

cus act with it. You could video 

their performances, and make a tape 

to share with everyone. Or, have the 

students draw and writ

e about their 

“act” and put them all together in a 

Book of Circus Acts which can live 

in your classroom library.

 

 

*

Design  posters for “Circus Fant

a-

sea” and send them to 

THAT PU

P-

PET GUY. 

 

 

*

Listen to traditional circus 

music

—

Fucik’s “Entry of 

the Gladiators” is most o

f-

ten assoc

i

ated with the 

circus. Cr

e

ate your own 

instruments and march in a 

ci

r-

cus parade. The only limit is your 

imagination.

 

 

 


