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LEE BRYAN, “THAT PUPPET GUY”

 

 

P.O. Box 78

937

 Atlanta, GA 30357

-

2937   Phone: 404

-

315

–

1363    Fax: 404

-

325

-

3604

 

Website: www.pupp

etguy.com    e

-

mail: lee@puppetguy.com

 

F

or over a decade, 

LEE BRYAN 

or 

“THAT PUPPET GUY” 

has ente

r-

tained the imaginations of the young 

and young

-

at

-

heart with his clever 

original stories and zany adaptations 

of classic tales. 

 Presenting 200+ 

live performances annually across 

the country, Lee is also honored to 

be included on numerous regional 

touring 

artist rosters, including the

 

Georgia Council for the Arts 

and 

Young Audiences of Atlanta

. 

 

 

Lee’s professional television and 

film credits include work with the 

Muppets

® 

and an

 

Emmy

®

 

nomin

a-

tion for his work with 

Georgia Pu

b-

lic Television

. 

His innovative one

-

man shows and live vocal perfor

m-

ances have been showcased on the 

regional and national level through 

festivals funded by Puppeteers of 

America, Inc.  In additio

n, Lee has 

been a featured guest performer in 

numerous productions with the i

n-

te

r

nationally acclaimed 

Center for 

Puppetry Arts

 in Atlanta.

 

 

Professional puppetry affiliations 

include membership of  UNIMA

-

USA (

the American branch of the 

international puppetry organization, 

Union Internationale de la Mario

n-

nette), and Lee is a member in good 

standing with Puppeteers of Ame

r-

ica, Inc. 

 

C

URRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

 

·

Music 

–

 This show features several original songs that are pe

r-

formed live to pre

-

recorded music.

 

 

·

Art 

–

 A variety of hand crafted puppets were made by the artist 

and are demonstrated at the conclusion of the show.

 

 

·

Writing 

–

 The artist read the fairy tale, “Jack and the Beanstalk” 

and then used his imagination to re

-

write it as a puppet play. A 

good portion of the script is written in verse. He also 

composed simple poems that were set to music and 

appear as songs in the

 production.

 

 

·

Social Studies 

–

 This classic story can be found, in 

different ve

r

sions, in folk tales from other countries of the world.

 

 

·

Science 

–

 Plant growth  and care are illustrated with the appea

r-

ance of the beanstalk.

 

 

STUDY

 

GUIDE
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HE GIANT, THE BEANSTALK AND 

JACK 

is a 

 

one

-

of

-

a

-

kind adaptation, 

loosely based on the favorite tale of a 

lazy boy named Jack who

 outwits the 

Giant, gets the gold, saves the farm, 

and of course, lives happily ever after!  

However, this clever one

-

person sho

w 

also serves to educate in the art of 

pu

p

petry, combining marionettes with 

hand, rod and even shadow 

puppets for a show

-

stopping produ

c

tion 

your audiences won’t 

soon forget.

 

 

Featuring live vocal characterizations 

and a script written partially in verse, 

THE GIAN

T, THE BEANSTALK 

AND JACK contains three original 

musical compositions , “

For 

Now I’ll Just Be Me”, 

“Up the

 

Bea

n

stalk”

 

and 

“It’s a Giant Life 

For Me,”

 ma

k

ing this 

mini

-

musical perfect for the entire 

family.

 

 

Following the performance, the aud

i-

ence is treated to a rare 

behind

-

the

-

scenes

 look at this one

-

man produ

c-

tion, including puppet technique de

m-

onstration and (upon request) a brief 

question

-

and

-

answer session

.

 

A

 PUPPET 

is an object that appears to be alive when someone 

manip

u-

lates 

it. It can do and say things that real people cannot. Puppets can tell 

stories, educate and  entertain the imagination all

 at the same time. 

While nobody knows when the art of 

puppetry

 began, all cultures 

throughout the world share some form of puppe

try.

 

 

THE GIANT, THE BEANSTALK AND JACK

 

A mini

-

musical re

-

telling of the classic tale about a boy named Jack who outwits a Giant.

 

BEFORE THE SHOW

 

 

Planting a seed is one of the easiest things to do. Grow a bean in a glass jar 

and your students can watch it g

erminate and see  the growing process from 

the beginning. Everyone enjoys the excitement of seeing the bean crack open 

and the s

prout begin growing towards the light. 

 

1.

Place a sponge around the inside of a clear glass jar. 

 

2.

Pour a little water in the botto

m of the jar, being careful not to over soak 

the sponge.

 

3.

 Place a few beans (try lima or kidney beans) between the glass jar and

 the 

sponge. The sponge should be kept moist, and the jar placed on a sunny 

windowsill. 

 

4.

Sit back and wait for the beans to grow

! You can keep charts and records 

if you like, but the fun of doing and watching is learning in itself.

 

P

ROGRAM OBJECTIVES

    

 

Students will observe a unique combination of storytelling and puppetry.

 

They will also see and learn about shadow puppets, hand puppets, rod pu

p-

pets and marionettes.
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  Just how big 

is  

a giant? 

 

   

Children often have difficulty in visualizing a particular size, much less 

knowing what the corr

esponding measurement would be. Have your students 

estimate their own height, circumference and the length of one of their feet.

 

Record their estimations on a chart. Take actual measurements and record 

them on a chart. 

 

 

Do the same for what they think a g

iant's height, circumference and foot 

length would be. Use these estimates to make the outline of a giant's foot from 

constructi

on paper. Discover how many footsteps it would take the giant to 

walk to various parts of the school. 

 

 

Draw out a giant on a large  piece of butcher paper, using the estimated mea

s-

urements as a guide. Have your students write stories about the giant. Publish 

them in a Giant Book which can be shared with oth

er classes.

 

 

ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “The Giant, the Beanstalk and Jack”

 

1.

J

ack sings a song about what he 

might want to be when he grows 

up. What career plans do your st

u-

dents have? Record their choices 

on a chart. What do they know 

about different jobs? Does your 

school have a Career Day when 

parents and people in the comm

u-

nity come in to share information 

about their jobs? If not, why not 

organize one?

 

2.

 The Giant and his family talk in 

rhyming couplets. Have fun with 

your class making up some of 

your own. Try talking to each 

other in rhyming couplets for a set 

period of time. Make lists of 

words that rhyme with each other.

 

3.

 Jack took the harp, the hen and 

the gold from the giant. At the 

time he didn't know that they had 

previously belonged to his family. 

Does this mean that he was

 really 

a thief? Is it ever right to take 

something that doesn't belong to 

you?  Discuss Jack's behavior and 

the behavior of the other chara

c-

ters in the story. Is Jack a criminal 

or a victim? Were any other 

crimes committed? If so, who are 

the suspects? If your class d

ecides 

that Jack has committed a crime, 

you could act out his trial. 

 

4.

"Home Crushed by Falling Bea

n-

stalk!" 

-

 now there's a sensational 

headline to catch your attention. 

With your class, examine different 

styles of reporting fro

m different 

newspapers and then have your 

students write a newspaper report 

about the final scene in Jack’s 

story. Be sure to include inte

r-

views with the main characters, 

and of course, you'll need a pi

c-

ture of the legendary beanstalk.

 

5.

Have your students submit a r

e-

port about one of the following: A 

Giant Animal e.g. bear, A Giant 

Dinosaur, A Giant Hero e.g. Ma

r-

tin Luther King, A Giant in Nature 

e.g. iceberg. Encourage your st

u-

dents to use methods other than 

writing to convey information. 

They could make dioramas, record 

interviews, make computer pre

s-

e

n

tations or even make puppets 

and present a show!

 

AFTER THE SHOW
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RESOURCES

 

http://www.tellitagan.com/  an interactive storybook with narration and 

a Southwestern flavor.

 

 

JIM AND THE BEANSTAL

K

 

by Raymond Briggs. 1970 Sandcastle 

Books

 

 

THE 

BFG by Roald Dahl, pictures by Quentin Blake. 1982 Farrar, 

Straus, Giroux

 

 

MORE ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “The Giant, the Beanstalk and Jack”

 

1

0 BEAN SOUP

 

Have fun cooking in your classroom! 

Make a delicious pot of 10 Bean 

Soup, just like Jack's mother me

n-

tions in the puppet show. If you don't 

have a favorite recipe, here's one for 

you to try. It takes quite a while to 

cook, so be 

sure to plan ahead. You 

will need:

 

1 cup mixed dry beans

 

1 teaspoon salt

 

1 16 oz. can whole tomatoes

 

1 cup chopped vegetables (e.g. o

n-

ions, carrots, celery and green pe

p-

per)

 

1 cup chopped meat e.g. ham, sa

u-

sage or hot dogs)

 

salt and pepper

 

1. Wash the beans.

 

2. Put them in a saucepan and cover 

them with cold water. Add salt. Have 

an

 adult bring the beans to a boil.

 

3. Simmer slowly, adding more water 

as needed so that the beans don't dry 

out.

 

4. After 2

-

3 ho

urs, add the tomatoes, 

vegetables, meat and salt and pepper. 

Simmer for 30 more minutes. 

 

5. Allow to cool and then eat with 

crackers and cheese.

 

 

 

C

reate mosaic pictures with a variety of beans and grains. Beans are a colo

r-

ful, inexpensive art medium. They come in shades of red, green and yellow. 

Buy bags of Mixed Bean Soup at the grocery store and 

you will get all sorts 

of beans in one package. 

 

You will need: sturdy cardboard, white glue, pencil, dry beans, acrylic va

r-

nish, paintbrush. 

 

1. Draw a design on the piece of sturdy cardboard. Make it simple with lots 

of shapes to  fill in.

 

2. Squeeze

 white glue all over one area of the design and choose one kind of 

bean to fill it in. Outline the shape first and then fill in 

the middle.

 

3. Spread glue over another area of the design. Use a different kind of bean 

to cover it. Be careful not to bump int

o the wet areas!

 

4. When all the areas of your design are covered in beans, leave your mosaic 

to dry overnight. Then brush on a 

coat of acrylic varnish to help 

hold the beans in place and  to give them a shiny finish.

 


