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THE PEA, Y’ALL

 

LEE BRYAN, “THAT PUPPET GUY”

 

 

P.O. Box 78
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 Atlanta, GA 30357

-
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315

–

1363    

 

Website: www.puppetguy.com    e

-

ma

il: lee@puppetguy.com

 

 

STUDY

 

GUIDE

 

L

EE BRYAN 

is an 

EMMY

®

 

nom

i-

nated touring puppeteer who has 

gained national recognition for his 

unique brand of curriculum

-

based 

pu

p

pet programs. As a featured guest 

performer with the internationally a

c-

claimed 

Center for Puppetry Arts

 in 

Atlanta, Lee has been invited to pe

r-

form at numerous national and r

e-

gional festivals, and is a grant recip

i-

ent from the 

Jim Henson Found

a-

tion

. 

 

 

Various credits include film work 

with the 

Muppets

®

, numerous telev

i-

sion projects (including 

Public Tel

e-

v

i

sion

) and 15 years experience in the 

Artist in Schools 

programs.  

 

Lee’s productions feature…

“Puppet 

programs with a punch!”

 

The

mes 

include environmental responsibility, 

cultural diversity and character educ

a-

tion.  Performances also feature a b

e-

hind

-

the

-

scenes demonstration of 

pu

p

petry techniques used in the show. 

 

 

Lee’s energetic performances co

m-

bine multiple styles of puppetry with 

live vocal characterizations.  

THAT 

PUPPET GUY  

is fully self

-

contained 

and provides all l

ighting and sound 

support. 

 

 

Lee is a member of Puppeteers of 

America, UNIMA, UNIMA

-

USA and 

the Atlanta Puppetry Guild.

 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

 

·

Art 

–

 A variety of hand crafted puppets were made by the artist 

and are demonstrated at the conclusion of the show.

 

 

·

Writing 

–

 The artist read the fairy tale “The Princess and the Pea” 

and then used his imagination to re

-

write it as a puppet play.

 

 

·

Read

ing 

–

 The story is based on the original classic tale by Hans 

Christian Andersen.

 

 

·

Social Studies 

–

 The author is from Denmark, which 

could relate to cultural studies.

 

 

·

Science 

–

 Pea plants feature in the story.

 

 

·

Mathematics 

–

 Twenty mattresses are counted in the story.

 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

    

 

Students will see a unique combination of storytelling and puppetry. 

They will also observe and learn abo

ut hand puppets and rod puppets.
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ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Princess and the Pea, Y’all”

 

P

RINCESS AND THE PEA , Y’ALL

 

pokes a little Southern

-

fried fun at the 

classic Hans Christian Andersen story 

of a kingdom in searc

h of a 

“real”

 

princess.  Told using beautifully co

s-

tumed hand puppets while incorpora

t-

ing live vocal characterizations, this 

one

-

man show is filled with sidespli

t-

ting slapstick comedy and witty word 

play courtesy of the Court Jester.

 

 

After several failed a

t

tempts at the 

Queen’s 

“Princess

-

ness Test”,

 it 

seems like young Prince Ric

h

ard will 

never find a true princess to wed.  But 

soon after 

he meets the beautiful Pri

n-

cess Gwe

n

dolyn he falls head

-

over

-

heels in love and announces his plans 

to marry her.  The Queen Mother has 

other plans in mind for Princ

ess 

Gwe

n

dolyn, but twenty mattresses 

later, even the Queen learns that a

p-

pearances can be deceiving as she 

we

l

comes her new daughter

-

in

-

law to 

the family.

 

 

Yes of course, it’s happily ever all, 

ya’ll in this delightful one

-

of

-

a

-

kind 

adapt

ation  

!

 

 

A

 PUPPET 

is an object that appears to be alive when someone 

manip

u-

lates 

it. It can do and say things that real people cannot. Puppets can tell 

stories, educate and  entertain the imagination all

 at the same time. 

While nobody knows when the art of 

puppetry

 began,  all cultures 

throughout the world share some form of pupp

etry.

 

Learn a new fingerplay

: 

 

 

Five plump peas in a pea pod pressed,

 

 

 

 

One grew, two grew and so did all the rest.

 

 

 

 

 

They grew and

 they grew,

 

And they grew and never stopped.

 

 

 

 

 

They grew so fat that the pea pod POPPED!

 

 

 

v[image: image3.wmf]Make interesting sculptures using peas and toothpicks. Toothpick rods 

and pea connectors let you build almost anything you can i

magine, and 

everyone from three

-

year

-

olds to adults is equally fascinated! There is no 

“right” way to build with these inexpensi

ve materials and the structures 

are permanent. 

 

You will need

:

 

a package of dried whole peas, a box or two of toothpicks 

(the ro

und ones work best), water and a large bowl. 

 

1.

Soak the peas in the bowl, making sure that they are completely 

covered by the water.

 

2.

 Leave them for at least six to nine hours. This should soften the peas 

just enough. Don’t worry if they soak for longer 

-

 they may begin to 

sprout, but that’s another story! 

 

3.

Building is done by usi

ng the peas as connectors and sticking the 

toothpicks in them. Smaller peas hold the best. 

 

4.

When you have built your design, put

 it to one side to dry. In about a 

day the peas dry out and shrink, making a strong joint. Display the 

constructions for everyon

e 

to see.

 

 

MORE ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Princess and the Pea,Y’all”

 

 

     

BEFORE THE SHOW

 

¨

Sleep is very important for our 

well being. Keep “sleeping 

logs” with your students. 

R

e-

cord the time they went to bed, 

the time they got up the next 

day

,

 and the number of hours 

sleep they got that night. 

T

hey 

shoul

d be aiming for 9

-

10 

hours of sleep each night. 

Record how they felt each 

morning with a smiley or 

grumpy face. At the end of th

e 

week, share the logs with the 

rest of the class. Can you draw 

any conclusions from the logs

?

 

¨

People haven’t always slept in 

beds like the ones we use t

o-

day. Find out how beds have 

changed throughout history and 

about beds in other countries. 

Find out the names for diffe

r-

ent parts of  a  bed. 

 

¨

Design the bed of the future

—

what new features would it 

have? Label and describe each 

feature.

 

¨

There is a

 very famous statue 

of a mermaid in Copenhagen 

harbor. It was erected in honor 

of Hans Christian Andersen. 

Read some more of his

 fairy 

tales and then have your 

students design a statue in his 

honor. Display the drawings. 

You may wish to make actual 

models 

of the statues using 

modelling clay.

 

¨

Encourage your students to 

bring in items that will make a 

“Fairy Tale Museum”. A pea 

would be a starting point, but 

they will need to use their 

imaginations to find a glass 

slipper, a lock of Rapunzel’s 

hair or the Three Little Pig’s 

building materials. Display and 

label

 the artifacts. Give guided 

tours to other students

.
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ESOURCES

 

·

Visit Http://HCA.Gilead.org.il/   on the Internet  for Hans Christian   

A

n

dersen tales and information.

 

 

·

THE STINKY CHEESE MAN AND OTHER FAIRLY STUPID 

TALES

 by John Scieszka and Lane Smith. Viking 1992

 

 

·

FAIRY TALES, FABLES AND MYTHS 

-

USING FOLK 

LITERATURE IN YOUR CLASSROOM

 by Bette Bosme. Teacher’s 

College Press, 1992

 

 

MORE ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Princess and the Pea, Y’all”

 

AFTER THE SHOW

 

¨

The princess had to pass a test to 

prove her “princessness”. Do your 

students know any other stories 

where a test has to be passed? Can 

they come up with any othe

r tests 

that might prove a person’s 

“princessness”? Put their ideas 

together in a book which can be 

read by all.Your students ca

n re

-

tell the story of 

 Princess and the 

Pea

, Y’all

 by putting on their own 

puppet shows. 

 

¨

Working in small groups of four 

or five students they can make 

simple puppets and props and 

write their own shows. Or use 

ready

-

made puppets to tell the 

story.

 

¨

Have your students re

-

write the 

story of 

 Princess and the Pea

, 

Y’all

 from the princess’s point of 

view. Why was she roaming 

around alone, at night and in a 

thunderstorm? How did she feel 

when she discovered that they had 

doubted that she was a real  

princess? Did she really want to 

marry the prince? Have a story

-

telling time when they can gather 

together and share their work. 

Then put the stories together i

n an 

anthology.

 

¨

Have your students write a letter 

or make a phone call 

to one of the 

characters in 

 Princess and the 

Pea

, Y’all

. 

This is a good 

opportunity for them to ask 

questions, share their feelings and 

to express their opinions about 

their correspondent’s actions in 

the puppet show.

 

 


