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LEE BRYAN, “THAT PUPPET GUY”

 

 

P.O. Box 78

937

 Atlanta, GA 30357

-

2937   Phone: 404

-

315

–

1363    Fax: 404

-

325

-

3604

 

Website: www.pupp

etguy.com    e

-

mail: lee@puppetguy.com

 

 

STUDY

 

GUIDE

 

F

or over a decade, 

LEE BRYAN 

or 

“THAT PUPPET GUY” 

has ente

r-

tained the imaginations of the young 

and young

-

at

-

heart with his clever 

original stories and zany adaptations 

of classic tales. 

 Presenting 200+ 

live performances annually across 

the country, Lee is also honored to 

be included on numerous regional 

touring 

artist rosters, including the

 

Georgia Council for the Arts 

and 

Young Audiences of Atlanta

. 

 

 

Lee’s professional television and 

film credits include work with the 

Muppets

® 

and an

 

Emmy

®

 

nomin

a-

tion for his work with 

Georgia Pu

b-

lic Television

. 

His innovative one

-

man shows and live vocal perfor

m-

ances have been showcased on the 

regional and national level through 

festivals funded by Puppeteers of 

America, Inc.  In additio

n, Lee has 

been a featured guest performer in 

numerous productions with the i

n-

te

r

nationally acclaimed 

Center for 

Puppetry Arts

 in Atlanta.

 

 

Professional puppetry affiliations 

include membership of  UNIMA

-

USA (

the American branch of the 

international puppetry organization, 

Union Internationale de la Mario

n-

nette), and Lee is a member in good 

standing with Puppeteers of Ame

r-

ica, Inc. 

 

C

URRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

 

 

·

Writing 

–

 After researching environmental topics, the artist used 

his imagination to present his findings as a puppet play. He also 

wrote simple poems that appear as songs in the performance.

 

 

·

Music 

–

 This show incorporates a variety of musical styles inclu

d-

ing country

-

western, calypso, rap and ballad.

 

 

·

Art 

–

 Hand crafted puppets were made by the artist and are de

m-

o

n

strated at the conclusion of the show.

 

 

·

Science 

–

 This production explores rainforest preservation, water 

waste, air pollution and recycling.
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “PLANET EARTH, INC.”

 

AFTER THE SHOW

 

 

2. 

Recipe for a friendly Earth:

 

Invent imaginary recipes for 

making the Earth a more friendly 

place. Use ingredi

ents based upon 

your students knowledge of the 

environment. Here's an example:

Take 2 cups clean sand, 1/2 tsp. 

fresh, unpolluted

, spring water, 1 

dawn chorus, and 1 tsp. clean air. 

Layer ingredients, in order, in a 

large dish. Cover with an ozone 

layer and

 bake until done. Garnish 

with wildflowers of your choice.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  

Earth Rap:

 

Planet Earth, Inc. 

includes a rap song. Have you

r 

class compose their own Earth Rap. 

Accompany it with clapping or 

snapping of the fingers.

 

 

 

 

 

 

More projects for the classroom

 

“Every Day is Earth Day”

 

 

·

Show the film  "

The Lorax"

, 

available at most video stores. 

Discuss its message with your 

students.

 

·

M

ake recycled paper.

 

·

Plant something green for your 

school.

 

·

Turn off lights when not in use.

 

·

Use both sides of paper to write 

on.

 

·

Avoid throw

-

away lunch 

containers.

 

·

Make paper bag puppets.

 

·

Make milk carton/soda bottle 

bird feeders.

 

·

Take a tour of a land

fill, water 

treatment plant, or re

-

cycling 

center.

 

·

Give each teacher a recyclable 

mug for coffee or tea.

 

·

Do a garbage study from

 

cafeteria wastes at the end of a 

typical school day. Propose 

ways to reduce the amount to 

the school council.

 

·

Create contests f

or poster, T

-

shirt, bookmark and stationary 

designs.

 

 

RESOURCES

 

Http://www.earthday.net  

-

 Ideas and information about Earth Day

 

 

SAVE OUR PLANET

-

 750 WAYS YOU CAN HELP CLEAN UP 

THE EARTH by Diane MacEachern. 1990 Dell

 

 

THE LORAX by Dr Seuss. Random House1971
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A puppet play that is an innovative introduction to environmental concerns.

 

P

LANET EARTH, INC. 

is an inventive 

one

-

man show  that combines hand 

puppets, magic tricks and 

live 

original 

songs for an innovati

ve introduction 

to environmental concerns such as r

e-

cycling, water waste, air pollution and 

rainforest preservation.  

 

 

Along the way, you’ll meet a recove

r-

ing water

-

hog named Homer D. Pig 

who warbles a country/western tune 

about the hazards of wasting water.  

Listen to a clever hip

-

hop/recycle rap 

song from a trashcan who’s “fed

-

up” 

with folks not recycling.  Then, 

there’s a lively calypso tune called, 

“The Pollution Solution”

 as pe

r-

formed by an extraordinary talking 

houseplant named, Phil O’Dendron.  

Finally, in the touching ballad 

ent

i

tled, 

“Listen to 

the Voices of the 

World”,

 the aud

i-

ence comes face

-

to

-

face with a di

s

placed 

“wild” animal, an adorable ring

-

tailed 

lemur named Lenny. 

 

 

So get ready for a rollicking good 

time and keep tapping your

 feet to the 

musical beat in this fun and fact

-

filled 

ecological revue.  

 

A

 PUPPET 

is an object that appears to be alive when someone 

manip

u-

lates 

it. It can do and say things that real people cannot. Puppets can tell 

stories, educate and  entertain the imagination all

 at the same time. 

While nobody knows when the art of 

puppetry

 began, all cultures 

throughout the world share some form of puppe

try.

 

P

ROGRAM OBJECTIVES

 

Planet Earth, Inc

. helps students learn about the environmental concerns of 

recycling, air pollution, water waste, and rainforest preservation, by disco

v-

e

r

ing  everyday things we can all do to help save our natural resources. In a

d-

dition, students learn about moving

-

mouth hand puppets, glove puppets and 

rod puppets.

 

VOCABULARY

 

Planet Earth, Inc. 

explores environmental concerns. Through their studies in 

class your students may already be aware

 of key words in this area. 

New words heard during the show may include:

 

carbon dioxide 

-

 

a heavy colorless gas breathed out by 

animals and 

used by plants to grow. It contributes to the Greenhouse effect by 

trapping heat in the Earth’s atmosphere.

 

rainfore

st

  

-

 a tropical woodland with an annual rainfall of at least 

100 inches. Its lofty, broadleaved, evergreen  trees form a contin

uous canopy.

 

oxygen

 

-

 a colorless, tasteless, odorless gas that we breathe in order to live.

 

lemur 

-

 

a small mammal found in Mad

agascar. It lives in trees, and is chiefly 

nocturnal. It has a muzzle like a fox, large eyes, very soft, woolly fur, and a 

long,

 furry tail.
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 ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “PLANET EARTH, INC.”

 

B

EFORE THE SHOW

 

The following organizations have developed environmental education materials 

that are available to teachers, pare

nts and students. Contact some of them before 

“

Planet Earth, Inc.”  

comes to your school, and try some of their suggestions 

with your students.

 

 

·

Center for Marine Conservation

, 1725 DeSales Street NW, 

Washington DC 20036. (202) 429

-

5609. Offers a selection of 

educational materials to order by mail.

 

 

·

En

vironmental Protection Agency, 

visit their web

-

site, http://

www.epa.gov/teachers/, for curriculum resources and activities.

 

 

·

Her

itage Education Foundation, Inc., 

212 West 10th Street, Suite

-

D

-

305, 

Indianopolis, IN 46202

. 

(317)972

-

8568. http://www.heritagee

ducation.com/   

teacher tools, teacher forum and resource links.

 

 

·

The Earth Day Groceries Project

 is one of the oldest and largest

 

educ

a-

tional efforts coordinated on the Internet. Students “borrow” bags from local 

grocery stores, decorate them with environmental themes and then r

e-

turn them to the store to be used on Earth Day. Full instructions, 

ideas and links are on their Website: http://www.earthdaybags

.org . 

Browse through reports from participating schools,

 

and look at pi

c-

tures of students involved in the project. 

 

 

·

TerraSys. Inc., 

P.O.Box 235, Circle Pines, MN 55014. (612)785

-

7876

 

      Have the E

arth Balloon portable classroom visit your school!

 

      This 

interactive Social Studies/Environmental/Science K

-

12

 

      school

 assembly program teaches students of all ages about

 

      our physical earth and environment. Information about this

 

      prog

ram can be found at http://www.earthballoon.com/

 

 

Try the

se

 ideas with your class!

 

 

1.

Earth friendly or unfriendly 

lists

: 

Sometimes its hard to tell 

the difference between things 

that hurt and things that help the 

environment. Pictures can he

lp 

make the difference more clear. 

With your students, identify 

Earth friendly things such as  

lakes, rivers, grass, trees and 

flowers. Then identify things 

that are unfriendly to the 

environment such as  litter, 

smoke and cars. Cut pictures 

from magazin

es and make a 

collage. Arrange the "friendly" 

things on green paper and the 

"unfriendly" on gray paper. 

Display these collages i

n the 

classroom.

 

AFTER THE SHOW

 


