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·

Writing

—

The artist read the stories, and then used 

his imagination to re

-

write them as a script for a 

pu

p

pet play.

 

 

·

Reading

—

The three folktales are borrowed from the 

book, 

Teeny

-

Tiny Folktales

 by Jean Warren.

 

 

·

Social Studies

—

The stories come from China, India and America.

 

 

·

Science 

-

 How people, plants and animals respond to weather.

 

 

·

Art 

-

 Ordinary h

ousehold objects are transformed into puppets . 

This easily fits into a recycling theme.

 

 

·

Health 

-

 How to deal with co

-

operation

, success, competition and 

frustration.

 

 

 

TRAVELIN’ TALES

 

LEE BRYAN, “THAT PUPPET GUY”

 

 

P.O. Box 78

937

 Atlanta, GA 30357

-

2937   Phone: 404

-

315

–

1363    

 

Website: www.puppetguy.com    e

-

ma

il: lee@puppetguy.com

 

L

EE BRYAN 

is an 

EMMY

®

 

nom

i-

nated touring puppeteer who has 

gained national recognition for his 

unique brand of curriculum

-

based 

puppet programs. As a featu

red 

guest performer with the intern

a-

tio

n

ally acclaimed 

Center for Pu

p-

petry Arts

 in Atlanta, Lee has been 

invited to perform at numerous n

a-

tional and regional festivals, and is 

a grant recipient from the 

Jim 

Henson Foundation

. 

 

 

Various credits include film work 

with the 

Muppets

®

, numerous tel

e-

vision projects (including 

Public 

Television

) and 15 years exper

i-

ence in the 

Artist in Schools 

pr

o-

grams. 

 

Lee’s productions fe

a-

ture…

“Puppet programs with a 

punch!”

 

Themes include enviro

n-

mental responsibility, cultural d

i-

ve

r

sity and character education.  

Performances also feature a behind

-

the

-

scenes demonstration of pu

p-

petry techniques used in the show. 

 

 

Lee’s energetic performances co

m-

bine multiple styles of puppetry 

with live vocal characterizations.  

THAT PUPPET GUY  

is fully self

-

contained and provides all l

ighting 

and sound support. 

 

 

Lee is a member of Puppeteers of 

America, UNIMA, UNIMA

-

USA 

and the Atlanta Puppetry Guild. 

 

 

STUDY

 

GUIDE
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Travelin’ Tales”

 

R

ESOURCES

 

http://www.allspecies.org/edu/maskmaking.htm    a Web site with detailed instru

c-

tions for making animal masks

 

.

 

Teeny

-

Tiny Folktales, Warren Publishing House, 1987

 

 

Multicultural Folktales: Stories to Tell Yo

ung Children, Judy Sierra, Oryx Press, 1991

 

 

Eleven Nature Tales: A Multicultural Journey, Pleasant DeSpain

 

August House Publish

ers, 1996

 

A

FTER THE SHOW

 

In 

“

How Little Frog Tricked the Lion

”  

the frog leads the lion through the 

forest, back to his pond. They jump over a few rocks, crawl through a ho

l-

low log, climb a tree and swing through the trees.

 

·

Make simple obstacle courses for your students to climb over, under, 

through…

 

·

“We’re going on a bear hunt…” recite the rhyme with your students, 

completing all the actions.

 

·

Older students could ma

ke maps of the forest showing the route the frog 

and the lion took, and with all the major landmarks.

 

 

In “

Mother Nature’s Gift

”

, the sun and the rain argue over who is the most 

important. Of course, they are equally important. Put this to the test! 

Grow 

s

ome

 bean

s

 in

 each of three

 glass jar

s. Here’s how:

 

 

1.

Place a sponge around the inside of each of three clear glass jars. 

 

2.

Pour a 

little water in the bottom of two of the jars, being careful 

not to over soak the sponge. One of the jars receive no water. 

 

3.

 Pl

ace a few beans (try lima or kidney beans) in each jar, between the glass 

and the sponge.  

 

4.

Place the jars on a sunny windowsill

, but completely cover one of the “wet 

jars” so that it will receive no light at all. Keep the sponge in both “wet 

jars” moist. 

Sit back and see which  beans grow! You can keep charts and 

records if you like, but the fun of doing and watching is learning i

n itself.

 

 

Several animals appear in “

The Little Fox and the Tiger

” 

-

 a wolf, a deer, a 

bear, a fox, and a tiger. 

 

·

Make animal masks with your students. They can be as simple or as d

e-

tailed as you choose

—

paper plates or paper mache. Have the chi

l-

dren wear the masks and then move like the animals. The deer 

“dances and prances,” the bear “claws and paws,” and the wolf 

“howl

s and growls.”

 

·

Make simple fans from construction paper. Before folding 

them, your st

u

dents can decorate them with scenes from the story.
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·

Students learn an appreciation of cultural diversity through the re

-

telling 

of international folktales. 

 

 

·

Students learn about non

-

violent conflict resolution and about character 

education issues of greed, selfishness and co

-

operation.

 

 

·

Students will see a unique combination of storytelling and puppetry .

 

They will also learn about hand puppets, rod puppets and masks.

 

 

TRAVELIN’ TALES

 

A tantalizing trio of multicultural folktales from around the globe.

 

A

 PUPPET 

is an object that appears to be alive when som

e-

one 

manip

u

lates 

it. It can do and say things that real people 

cannot. Puppets can tell stories, educate and  entertain the 

imagination all

 at the same time. While nobody knows when 

the art of 

puppetry

 began, all cultures throughout the world 

share some form of puppe

try.

 

T

RAVELIN’ TALES

 combines st

o-

r

y

telling with innovative puppets 

and beautifully handcrafted animal 

masks. Audiences will be thrilled as 

they watch three timeles

s tales 

“come to life” before their very 

eyes! The stories are borrowed 

from 

“Teeny

-

Tiny Folktales”

 by 

Jean Warren. Carefully ch

osen for 

even the very young, these folktales 

are given new life through the 

magic of puppetry. 

 

 

From within a traveler’s suitc

ase, 

trunk and bag emerges a tantalizing 

trio of multicultural folktales from 

across the globe.  First, all aboard a 

train for t

he East Indian tale of 

“

How Little Frog Tricked the 

Lion

”. This story teaches that non

-

violent conflict resolution is 

best when 

dealing with 

issues of greed, and  

that honesty is the best 

policy.

 

 

 

 

Then, hop a plane to North Ame

r-

ica for the Native Amer

i-

can Tale of “

Mother N

a-

ture’s Gift

”, a story 

about the i

m

po

r

tance 

of learning to share 

and about coo

p

eration.

 

 

Finally, set sail on a slow boat to 

China for the story of “Little Fox 

and the Terrible Tiger”, which a

d-

dresses the character development 

issues of facing your fears, thinking 

for yourself and being proud of 

who you are. Bigger isn’

t always 

necessarily better

—

sometimes it’s 

better to be clever like a fox!

 

 

 

 

 

All vocal characterizations are pe

r-

formed live, and this production i

n-

cludes some audience participation. 

Following the show, the audience 

gets a “behind the scenes” look at 

the various puppets used in the pr

o-

duction.
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 ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS

 

Expand your students’ knowledge and appreciation of “Travelin’ Tales”

 

 

     BEFORE THE SHOW

 

·

Travelin’ Tales 

is comprised of three folktales adapted 

from 

Teeny

-

Tiny Folktales

 from Warren Publishing 

House. See the r

e

sources list for other anthologies of 

folktales. Read or tell some of the stories out loud to 

your students. Many of these tales

 have been passed down 

through the generations in the tradition of oral storytelling. Do your st

u-

dents remember any stories told to them by their parents or grandpa

r-

ents? Can they tell them to the rest of the class? Have a storytelling Fest

i-

val! 

 

 

·

The same themes can be found in folktales from different countries. For 

instance, many cultures have one clever character who is always getting 

into trouble. Native Americans have Trickster, Cape Ver

dians have Los 

Nobos the wolf, and Africans have Anansi the Spider. Look for common 

themes as you read the folktales. Discuss si

milarities in the tales with 

your students.

 

A

FTER THE SHOW

 

The three folktales in 

Travelin’ Tales

 deal with conflict resolution and character 

education issues. Puppets can b

e especially useful for teaching skills 

of this kind, as they help children see things from a point of view 

other than their own

.  Watching how puppets act out their roles in 

a fantasy situation enables children to see how two different 

points of view can 

interact.

 

 

Puppets are a wonderful tool to use with young children who may have limited 

language skills and lack the attention s

pans to participate in long conversations. 

Their imaginations are quickly and easily captured by the puppets. 

 

 

·

Make simple rod 

puppets by gluing magazine pictures onto thin cardboard. 

Cut the figures out, and glue them on to craft sticks. Consider making pu

p-

pets of each child in your class, as well as yourself and other adults. The 

st

u

dents could make their own little self portraits. They will most likely 

need help with how to use the puppets productively and n

on

-

violently

—

often the first thing a child does with a puppet is to punch someone else!

 

·

Start simply at first, using the puppets

 to show the children the kind of 

things that can be done with them. Begin with issues that aren’t emotionally 

charged, graduall

y moving onto those topics.

 

·

Topics for dramatization could include conflicts that arise during clean up 

after an activity, who is to blame for an accident, too many people wanting 

to play a game, sharing, or taking turns. 

 

·

Have the children come up with ways to settle the conflict  so that 

both pa

r

ties are satisfied. Ask them to give a thumbs

-

up for the 

plan they like the best. Using the puppets, act out the resolution !

 

 


